Ending a marriage is hard
enough on a family, sowhy
ruin everyone’s financial
future too? If you're
considering divorce,
here’s an alternative.

A Saner
Smarter

\Way 1o Say Good bye

ORE THAN 40% OF

American marriages

end in divorce, at a

whopping average cost

of $20,000 to $50,000
per couple in legal fees. But there is a
much less expensive way to dissolve a
marriage—a mediated divorce. Typi-
cal cost: $4000 to $5000.

This huge saving leaves more
money for both spouses and for their
children. There is a big emotional
benefit too, says attorney Katherine
E. Stoner, a mediator in Pacific
Grove, Calif. Unlike a standard di-

Finding AGood
Mediator

Many divorce mediators are lawyers or
therapists. Look for someone with at least one
year of experience, advises Katherine E.
Stoner, author of Using Divorce Mediation
($29.95, Nolo Press). For lists of divorce medi-
ators nationwide, visit the Association for Con-
flict Resolution’s Web site (www.acrnet.org)
and click on “Resources.” Also visit Divorce
Net’'s Web site (www.divorcenet.com) and
click on your state. And be sure to compari-
son-shop. Some mediators will set up an initial
meeting at no charge or at a reduced rate, giv-
ing you a chance to ask how they operate and
what they charge and to get a sense of how
comfortably you might work together.

vorce, mediation
isn't an adversarial
procedure, so it
helps to lay the
groundwork for a
civilized relation-
ship after the cou-
ple has split. That
is particularly im-
portant if children are involved.

The couple need not feel amicable
toward each other for mediation to
work, says Marc Fleisher, a New York
City lawyer and mediator: “You can
be angry and hurt and still negotiate

an agreement.” But, he
adds, mediation is not a
good choice in cases of
domestic violence, drug
or alcohol abuse.

How It Works

In a standard divorce
case, each spouse hires
his or her own lawyer.
The lawyers do all the
negotiating—and you
pay for every minute
they spend talking to
one another.

In mediation, you
and your spouse negoti-
ate your own divorce
agreement with the

Avoid whopping
divorce fees.
Using mediators
can save you

a lot of money.

help of a media-
tor trained in con-
flict resolution.
The mediator does

not take sides
or impose a
settlement on
you, says at-
torney Elena
Karabatos, a mediator in Gar-
den City, N.Y.

Mediators usually charge
hourly fees comparable to those
of lawyers, ranging from about
$150 to more than $300 an hour.
Burt a case that might require
170 hours in a standard divorce

might be resolved in less than 20 hours
of mediation, says Katherine Stoner.

You Still Need
Legal Advice

Before or during mediation, you
should each consult a lawyer for a ba-
sic explanation of your legal rights and
options. (You'll pay a fee for the con-
sultation bur no retainer.) If your me-
diaror is a lawyer, you still should
have your divorce agreement reviewed
independently before signing it, says
Marc Fleisher. Even with consulta-
tion fees, however, 85% of mediated

divorces cost less than $5000.

—Lynn Brenner

BAZAAR
FORBETTER
LIVING:

AGUIDE TOGO

From Cranium Inc.,

an award-winning line of
family games that stress fun
over competition, come Primo
($50) for teens and adults, and
Ziggity ($13) for ages 8 and up.
To order, visit www.cranium
.com or call 1-877-272-6486.

For ACleaner Yard,

Pool Area and
ThecmdlessHooverSpmSmep

activates the

brushes.
Available for
$99 at Hoover

- stores and from
www.hoover
.com on

the Web.

To Your Heart's Health!
POM Wonderful contains only
100% juice from pomegranates,
which have more
antioxidants than C_
red wine or orange J ——%
juice, and other \

fruits. A 15.2-

ounce bottle

is $3.60 in the

refrigerated

section or

from www

.pomwonder

ful.com on

the Web.
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